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Thank you to everyone who came.
And special thanks to:




GOALS

• Thorough site analysis and community engagement

• Land use/commercial Strip development over time

• Address large areas of vacant land and green spaces

• Identify and redevelop residual spaces

• Improving street connectivity and pedestrian safety

Study of the History and Development of East Springfield & 
identify opportunities for REVITALIZING the industrial landscape

OBJECTIVES



STUDIO PROCESS
• community engagement workshop

• visits to the neighborhood and site analysis, measurements

• visited the Springfield History Museum to collect information and 
archive section in DuBois Library

• visual maps/Lynch Analysis of our perception of the neighborhood

• input from client 

• urban fabric analysis, residual space analysis

• proposed for design interventions at focus areas
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Our site boundary stretches from  the connection of route 291 & page boulevard to Carew street covering the adjacent neighborhood ,commercial strip, parks and commercial areas. 



Starting at the I-291 ramp and traveling east to  St. James/Carew commercial triangle

Image of the neighborhood: video tour 

A

Presenter
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We start at the 291 interchange
And ending at the retail center
On the major retail intersection 



History and Development of 
East Springfield

• Springfield Armory                                                                          
Springfield’s history of innovation. 

• East Springfield was mostly farmland until the 1900s.

• Most residential development occurred in the 1920s and 
from 1945 through the 1950s.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
East Springfield was strongly influenced by the arms manufacturing industry and other technological innovations occurring in Springfield, Mass.
The Springfield Armory (1777,1794)
Smith & Wesson (1852)
East Springfield is a 20th Century neighborhood. Prior to the 1900s, it was predominately farmland and had relatively low density. 
Major residential development occurred in the 1920s and from 1945 through the 1950s.
Trolleys?




Development of East Springfield
1901
Opening of Stevens-Duryea Plant.

1900     1910    1920      1930 1940    1950     1960    1970     1980      1990     2000     2010

1915 
Closing of Stevens-Duryea Plant. Opening 
of the New England Westinghouse Plant.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Primary purpose at the time was to produce war materials during WW 1 as they were contracted.



1921                
WBZ started 
broadcasting at East 
Springfield plant.

1922
East Springfield Home 
Builders Company

1921 
Springfield Street Railway Co. 
extended to East Springfield.

1900     1910    1920      1930 1940    1950     1960    1970     1980      1990     2000     2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First commercial radio in the united states. Moved to Boston late 1923.
Talk about the radio towers and emphasize the status the tours and the factory had. There was a preservation campaign/movement to preserve the towers.



1942
During WWII, 
Westinghouse was the 
city’s largest employer. 

1940
Smith & Wesson relocates 
its headquarters to East 
Springfield.

1900     1910    1920      1930 1940    1950     1960    1970     1980      1990     2000     2010

1942
Lucy Mallory Village was 
constructed as Defense 
Housing. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leading up to the war they volunteered to produce war materials. After Pearl Harbor, they were 100% committed to making materials. They went from 2,561 employees in January 1942 to 5,300 employees in July 1944. 




1970
Westinghouse closes 
the East Springfield 
plant permanently.

1991 
Lucy Mallary Village 
“urban renewal” 
renovation.

1900     1910    1920      1930 1940    1950     1960    1970     1980      1990     2000     2010

1959
Westinghouse 
relocates to Ohio and 
lay off 1,400 
employees.

Presenter
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Remained vacant. Springfield casino? Shopping mall? 
As the number of employees decreased, the number of homes for sale increased.
Government funded housing which was developed for WW2 vets.




2011
Westinghouse site 
demolished for Ameristar 
Casinos, Inc.

2014
China Railway Rolling Stock 
Corp (CRRC) chosen to 
develop on the former 
Westinghouse site.

2008
Packard Development Co. 
proposed shopping center on 
former Westinghouse site. 

1900     1910    1920      1930 1940    1950     1960    1970     1980      1990     2000     2010
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Las Vegas showed interest in developing a casino on the former Westinghouse site. a $45 million shopping center on the former Westinghouse site. 



POPULATION TRENDS OF EAST SPRINGFIELD
1950-2010
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U.S. Census Decennial Census, 2005-2009 American Community Survey



% POPULATION CHANGE BETWEEN 
2000-2010
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
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% OF INDIVIDUALS LIVING BELOW 
POVERTY LEVEL
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% OF OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING 
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People are concerned about the lack of ownership of homes. More renters.



Future Development

Palmer Renewable Energy Biomass 
facility in East Springfield. 

CRRC development plans at former 
Westinghouse site.



Natural Systems



LAND USE MAP



Figure Ground



Muti-family Residential
Single-family ResidentialHousing type



Transportation  
Early Development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation played a major Role in the physical development of East Springfield. Beginning with the railroad, and later trolley service from downtown Springfield, East Springfield’s large amounts of farmland became available for business and housing.
The proximity of Athol branch rail in east Springfield  encouraged industrial growth, by 1920 companies like storm drop forging, rolls Royce, Westinghouse and Harley foundry located in the neighborhood. Also by 1920 , the trolley line had been extended from page boulevard and east street linking east Springfield to downtown. However, the trolley was closed soon after 1950, as automobiles and buses saw growth. 



Transportation  
Major Roads
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Public Transportation
PVTA Bus Service
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1915, 1925, 1950, 1977 and 2016

Road system over time
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THE INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE
STREETS/URBAN FABRIC

Physical Features

• Sidewalk Conditions
• Street Width
• Traffic Volume
• Tree Canopy
• Number of people on 

the street

Urban Design Qualities

• Imagability
• Enclosure
• Human Scale
• Transparency
• Coherence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For this part I will look at the physical features and the urban design qualities that we see in the neighborhood.

For this part I will look at the physical features and the urban design qualities,it is important to the neighborhood especially the street. We will look the sidewalk, street ,trees, human scale, transparency, and the coherence.
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We start with page blvd, 
You can see…poor condition of sidewalks
Few trees
Many curb cuts make it dangerous for pedestrians    

 what the picture we saw is from different place of this street. We can see the sidewalks in poor condition,the sidewalk is very narrow, few trees and a lot of the curb cuts make people hard to walk. And it has the heavy traffic. Few people walks on this streets



St James Avenue

1
Poorly defined space No edge

1 2

1

2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the st james ave, near the Big Y, they are poorly defined space, have no edge of the streets and parking lot for pedestrian to walk. And here always happen the accidents. Also no human scale.                 



Carew Street  

21 3
No treesWasted space Blank walls

1
2 3

Former

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the carew street we pick these three spots near the commercial area,there have
A lot of wasted space
Few trees
Many parking lots, vacant land and blank walls


Bad sidewalk conditions and in somewhere there even don’t have sidewalk, no trees at all , have a lot vacant space, and paved area, almost all the walls are black have no transparency



Bowles Parkway

1 2
Green space in middle Human scale

1
2

Former
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This is bowles parkway is a very beautiful streets, having Comfortable human scale, the trees and green space on the middle streets. The roads condition are good some cars paring on the streets side..



Carew Street  

21 3
Open spaceTree Canopy Strong Image

Osborne Terrace
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Osborne Terrace was one of the first residential streets built East Springfield (1915),, it is a very pleasant streets, have open space and many trees. In general the residential is much better than the commercial area, and have a huge difference. And they have little connection. So in our after design we want to change this condition.



OUR GOAL:
STREETS FOR WALKING 
& PLACES TO WALK TO 

Former

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We see the residential streets are nice. But the major streets have many challenges. Our goal is to improve the pedestrian environment everywhere to encourage more walking.

This is a 5min walking radium. When we did the research people said they have no place to walk to, after we saw the pictures of the different streets we found the streets are not attractive, and missing a lot base equipment. We assume 2 area , one is near the big Y, the other is near the library, these tow areas can be the commercial center, and the community center. And the 4 streets we focus on are very relate to the walking area. So in our design work we aim to make the street more attractive, more safe and more walkable, to encourage more people to walk.  



Wednesday, February 3rd at the East Springfield Neighborhood Council

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



FOUR PICTURES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We had a great turn out with 30 east Springfield Residents
If there was one thing we wished for it would had been a range in age








WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR 
EAST SPRINGFIELD?

To be the way it was 

40 years ago

A 
prosperous
place to live

A center of 
activity

More 
social

More 
jobs 

A better family 
neighborhood

A neighborhood where 
people can enjoy others 
company at small green 

areas

Residents and business taking 
pride in their neighborhood

A suburban like area in a 
crime free Springfield

“trendy upscale”



SUMMARY

1. Area needs to be pedestrian friendly and safe

2. Create stronger image and sense of community

3. Provide outdoor recreation opportunities for residents

4. Make use of residual/vacant space/impervious surfaces

5. Relate design to rich industrial heritage

“WHAT DID WE LEARN?” 



FOCUS AREAS



THANK YOU 


	East springfield�revitalizing
	Special thanks to
	Goals
	Studio Process
	 The Region
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Neighborhood�Landmarks
	Image of the neighborhood: video tour 
	Image of the neighborhood: video tour 
	History and Development of �East Springfield
	Development of East Springfield
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Population Trends Of East Springfield�1950-2010
	% Population Change Between �2000-2010
	Median Household Income 
	% of Individuals Living Below �Poverty Level
	% of Owner Occupied Housing 
	Future Development
	Natural systems
	Land use map
	Figure Ground
	Housing type
	Transportation  �Early Development��
	��Transportation  �Major Roads�
	Public Transportation�PVTA Bus Service
	Road system over time
	Transportation �and Circulation
	Transportation �and Circulation
	Transportation �and Circulation
	Transportation �and Circulation
	Transportation �and Circulation
	The Industrial Landscape�Streets/Urban Fabric
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Our Goal:�Streets for Walking �& Places to Walk To 
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
	Four pictures
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	What is your vision for east Springfield?
	Summary
	Focus areas
	�thank you 

